
Colleen Coble recognized for 20 years 
of advocacy and leadership in Missouri

At this year’s Annual Conference in November, Colleen 
Coble was recognized at a reception in her honor for 
her 20 years of service with MCADSV. Cheryl Robb-

Welch, MCADSV Chief Operating Officer, Sharon Meusch, 
MCADSV Board Chair and Russell House Executive 

Director, and  Mary Ann Allen, 
Haven House Executive Director 
and former Board member, all spoke 
of Coble’s dedication and leadership. 
Coalition staff and Board members 
presented Coble with framed, signed 
bills that she was instrumental in get-
ting passed during her tenure.

In the 20 years under Coble’s lead-
ership, the Coalition has grown from 
a donated, one-room office with a 
collapsing ceiling, 13 program-mem-
bers with the Coalition and a staff of 
1.5 people, to 109 program-members 
and a full-time staff of 13. In these 
years she has lobbied, inspired, spo-
ken to (and at), mentored, motivated, 

pushed and prodded senators, legislators, co-workers, advo-
cates and even family. Robb-Welch, uses the words of John 
Quincy Adams to describe Coble: “If your actions inspire 
others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, 
you are a leader.”

Coble started her career as a journalist, but soon began 
her work in advocacy in Port Angeles, Wash. After returning 
to Missouri, Coble served as the Outreach Director for The 
Shelter in Columbia. In 1988, she was hired as MCADSV‘s 
Executive Director. She has worked closely with Missouri 
governors and their staff and been appointed to several state-
wide committees and task forces to address domestic violence, 
gender bias in the courts and welfare reform. Nationally, 
Coble has worked on crafting, drafting, editing and advocat-
ing for the Violence Against Women Act where she worked 
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New IRS rules and 990 report-
ing requirements	

Q:     How will the new Internal Revenue 
Service’s new rules on governance 

affect my organization’s 990 reporting 
requirements? When does my organization 
need to file the new Form 990?

A:It depends. The Internal Revenue Service 
assumes that a well-governed non-profit 

is more likely to obey the tax laws, safeguard 
charitable assets and serve charitable inter-
ests than one with poor or lax governance. 
The new governance rules spell out what the 
IRS considers to be best practice policies and 
procedures with regard to the governing of 
an organization by its Board of Directors. The 
new 990 form contains a system of reporting 
that provides the IRS a snapshot of an orga-
nization’s governing policies and procedures
The new 990 reporting requirements include 

specific information about: an organization’s 
mission; documents and bylaws; govern-
ing body; executive compensation; potential 
conflicts of interest; investments; fundraising 
practices; document retention and destruc-
tion; ethics and whistle-blowing policies; 
financial statements; and methods for main-
taining accountability and transparency.
The new 990 will be effective for the 2008 

tax year (returns filed beginning in 2009); 
however, to allow organizations a period of 
adjustment, the IRS is phasing in the new 
990 during a three-year transition period.  
The tax year in which your organization will  
be required to file the new 990 will depend 
on your financial activity. (See the chart 
below.)

To review the new Form 990 along with its 
instructions, go to the IRS Web site at  
www.irs.gov/charities. To understand and pre-
pare for how the new rules and 990 reporting 
affect your specific organization, access the 
IRS Web site at www.stayexempt.org.  
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Location	 Date/Time	 Regional Rep.

Central	 Dec. 9	 Tracie Lawson 
Jefferson City	 11:30  A.M.	 (573) 875-1369

KANSAS CITY	 Nov. 21	 Beth Savitzky 
MOCSA 	 12:30 P.M.	 (816) 561-0550

NORthEast	 Nov. 20	 Donna Rodenbaugh 
Moberly	 10:30 A.M.	 (660) 642-1418

NORthwest	 Dec. 17	 Debbie Wallace 
Sedalia	 Noon	 (660) 886-9880

St. Louis	 Dec. 9	 Melissa Dann 
Safe 	 9:00  A.M.	 (314) 533-1313 
Connections		

SOUTHEAST	 Dec. 4	 Brenda Smelser 
Cape 	 11:30 A.M.	 (636) 931-2700  	
Girardeau			            ext. 196

Southwest	 Dec. 5	 Deana Mueller 
Springfield	 11:00 a.m.	 (417) 298-3439

register online
Registration for all MCADSV trainings 
is online only. Visit www.mocadsv.
org and click on “membership” to 
register. 
Need your username and password? 
Click on “Forgot Password” and enter 
your e-mail address.
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Gross receipts >= $1 million and/or total assets >= $2.5 mil-
lion, then required to implement the new 990 for 2008 tax year.
Gross receipts >= $500,000 and/or total assets >= $1.25 mil-
lion, then required to implement the new 990 for 2009 tax year.
Gross receipts >= $200,000 and/or total assets >= $500,000, 
then required to implement the new 990 for 2010 tax year.
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Missouri Public News Service provides DV report to radio stations
The National Public News Service launched the Missouri News Service (MONS) 

early in October, with MCADSV as a member. Supported nationally by more than 
450 nonprofit organizations and other contributors, Public News Service provides 
commercial radio stations with high-qualtiy news on public issues and current affairs. 

Recently the story “Report: A Disability Raises the Risk of Domestic Violence”  
was made available through MONS. The story stated that women with disabilities are 
three times more likely to report being abused by her partner than a woman without 
a disability according to a study presented at the American Public Health Association 
(APHA) meeting at the end of October.

According to the Public News Service, the story was aired by at least 52 stations, 
with 43 stations using available soundbites and running at least two versions of the 
story. Additionally, the RSS story text or audio was accessed two times. Deb Courson, 
MONS Executive Producer, says the numbers are conservative since the service esti-
mates stories are commonly run three to four times on each station during the course 
of a day. To view this story on the Public News Service RSS site and listen to an 
audio version of this and other stories go to http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.
php?/content/article/6904-1. The soundbites have quotes from Kelly Lucero, outreach 
program coordinator of  The Women’s Shelter in Columbia. For more information on 
the study presented at the APHA meeting go to www.apha.org. For more information 
on Public News Service, visit its Web site at www.publicnewsservice.org.

If you have an idea for a radio story for MONS, Lisa Weingarth, MCADSV’s 
Development Director will work with you to develop the story and forward the idea 
on to the News Service’s Regional Editor. You may contact Lisa at 888-666-1991 or 
e-mail her at lisaw@mocadsv.org.

United Way Missouri provides 211 Helpline
By dialing 211 on a landline telephone a caller can access hundreds of services in his/

her community. (Cell phone users may call 1-800-427-4626.) The caller will reach a 
trained professional, 7-days-a-week, 24-hours-a-day who can provide referrals to health 
and human services for assistance or volunteer information. MCADSV recommends 
member-programs contact the helpline, either by calling or going to their Web site, to 
make certain their sevices are listed. United Way Missouri 211 covers all but 16 coun-
ties around Kansas City, which is covered by the Heart of America United Way. 

United Way 211 has a full time health care advocate who provides response to callers 
with health and medical issues, particularly those requiring advocacy. The advocate can 
help with prescription assistance, medical supplies and equipment, medical transporta-
tion, referrals to community clinics, in-home health aid, support groups, immuniza-
tions and more. Other assistance topics the 211 Helpline offers is: basic human needs, 
such as food pantries, shelters, rent and utility assistance; physical and mental health 
resources, such as Medicaid, Medicare, pre-natal care, crisis intervention, and alcohol 
and/or drug rehabilitation; work initiatives such as training programs, English as a sec-
ond language classes, GED preparation and financial and/or transportation assistance; 
support for seniors, those with disabilities and/or children such as tutoring, after school 
programs, mentoring programs, child care referrals and protective services. 

If 211 is not yet active with your local phone provider, you can reach the 211 call 
center by dialing (800) 427-4626. In the St. Louis area you can also dial (314) 421-
4636 (INFO). Go to www.211missouri.org for more information.

Pending U.S. Supreme Court case 
could loosen gun restrictions for 
domestic violence offenders

On November 10, 2008, the Supreme Court heard 
arguments in the case U.S. v. Hayes. This case poses 
a challenge to the Lautenberg Amendment of 1996, 
which amended the Gun Control Act of 1968, mak-
ing it a felony for anyone convicted of a “misdemeanor 
crime of domestic violence” to ship, receive or possess 
firearms or ammunition. If the Court rules in favor of 
Hayes, individuals convicted of domestic violence mis-
demeanors could be permitted to possess firearms. 

In 1996, Randy Hayes pled guilty in a West 
Virginia state court to battery. The victim was his 
then-wife. In 2004 the police were summoned to 
Hayes’s home for a domestic violence call (later dis-
missed), and after a consensual search of the residence, 
discovered a rifle which Hayes admittedly owned. 
According to court documents, he had also owned 
and/or sold four other rifles between 1994 and 2004. 
Hayes conditionally pleaded guilty to the felony of 
possessing firearms, having been convicted of a misde-
meanor crime of domestic violence and given five years 
probation. His plea was conditioned on his appeal to 
the Fourth Circuit Court, which later reversed the ver-
dict. The government sought further review to reinstate 
the weapons conviction and argued to the Supreme 
Court that Hayes’s “misdemeanor [state] offense need 
not specify the domestic relationship as an element” 
necessary to press forward with the federal charges.

Hayes’s lawyer argued that the way the amendment 
was written it can only apply in cases where an offend-
er is charged with a misdemeanor crime of domestic 
violence not a “regular” crime of battery, for which 
Hayes was found guilty. Hayes argues that the relation-
ship requirement has to be clear in the language of 
the statute under which he was charged, it cannot be 
shown through evidence or in the charging documents. 
Like many states, in West Virginia “battery” makes 
no distinction as to the domestic relationship in the 
charge of battery—no reference of the “element” of 
domestic violence and that the victim was his wife. 

The National Network to End Domestic Violence 
Policy Team is considering the ramifications of this 
possible decision. MCADSV will distribute informa-
tion to members as soon as it becomes available.

For a transcript of the trial visit www.supreme 
courtus.gov/oral_arguments/argument_ 
transcripts/07-608.pdf

with Vice-President Elect Joe 
Biden; been one of the found-
ers of and serving on the Board 
of Directors for the National 
Network to End Domestic 
Violence; served on the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline’s 
Board of Directors during its 
formation; and served on the 
Hotline’s National Advisory 
Committee on Violence Against 
Women.

Because of her public policy 
advocacy, she has aided in gain-
ing passage of bills such as: a 
plan for the nation’s first federal 
disaster relief funding received 
by domestic violence shelters; 
ensuring adults in current or 
past relationships are eligible for 
Orders of Protection; Missouri’s 
first funding of $250,000 for 
domestic violence shelters; 
victims given the right to seek 
protection orders after business 
hours; marital rape once again 
becoming and staying a crime; 
a statute of limitations being 
removed for forcible rape and 
sodomy; dv funding for 2008 
becoming $4.75 million; a rape 
survivor no longer having to pay 
for the forensic exam; rape survi-
vors no longer being required to 
submit to a polygraph in order 
for the crimes against them to be 
investigated; and confidentiality 
protections for the information 
and stories of survivors shared 
with advocates.

The staff at MCADSV also 
hosted a fundraising gala event 
on November 7 for Coble where 
family, friends and co-work-
ers honored her with toasts 
and stories of her dedication to 
the movement to end violence 
against women.
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