


From the Development Director: 
Your donation can make a change

Attorney General creates  
domestic violence task force

At 
MCADSV’s 
request,  
Missouri  
Attorney  
General  
Chris Koster 
established 
a Domestic 
Violence  

Task Force this fall to conduct the first review in  
30 years’ of state domestic violence laws and 
make recommendations for their enhancement or 
revision. 

Public hearings were held in St. Louis, Columbia 
and Kansas City. Those hearings produced signifi-
cant findings and recommendations to improve 
Missouri’s systems, structures and statutes. How-
ever, the difficult process of transforming these  
recommendations into changes in laws and poli-
cies is just beginning. MCADSV, as the lead and 
most experienced non-partisan policy advocacy 
organization on these issues, must be actively 
involved in this process to ensure that legislation 
is founded on the needs of those victimized by 
violence. 

The convergence of term limits and one of the 
largest legislative agendas relative to domestic 
violence in 30 years will require significant public 
policy advocacy by MCADSV and advocates in its 
member programs in 2011. Please be part of this 
legacy by supporting MCADSV through a monetary 
gift or by participating in upcoming advocacy 
events.
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MCADSV 2010 Board Members

MCADSV is a statewide membership coalition of organizations and individuals working to end violence against women and 
their children through direct services and social and systemic change. MCADSV works to achieve its mission through Education,  
Assistance, Alliance and Research.

MCADSV is celebrating 30 years of social change, and I invite you to 
join this movement to improve the lives of women and girls in our state. 
You make a difference by getting involved—you are our momentum. To-
gether we can advance the movement to end violence against women in 
Missouri. We need your financial support to continue our mission to end 
violence through direct services and social and systemic change. Please 
consider making a donation of $30 to celebrate 30 years of the Coali-
tion making a difference in Missouri. Your tax-deductible contribution will 
help us to restore hope, build futures and change lives for thousands of 
Missourians.

Although we have accomplished much to protect Missouri’s girls and 
women, domestic and sexual violence continue to threaten their health, 
safety and well-being. Did you know there is currently no state funding 
for the crisis intervention and therapeutic services that are essential for 
the well-being of rape victims? The Coalition is working to change that. 
Did you know that 1 in 8 Missouri women will be sexually assaulted in 
their lifetime and that 1 in 5 Missouri women will experience physical 
abuse at the hands of an intimate partner? The Coalition is working to 
change that.

Your donation is essential for the Coalition to have access to the 
resources that make social change possible. Your support will restore 
hope, build futures and change lives for thousands of Missouri women. 
Please consider making a gift to the Missouri Coalition Against Domestic 
and Sexual Violence. Thank you for considering this request and for all 
you do to ensure peace, equality and dignity for women in our state.

Sincerely,

Zachary Wilson
MCADSV Development Director

Pictured: MCADSV CEO Colleen Coble listens 
to Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster.



Spotlight on SERVICE PROVIDERS:
Two MCADSV Member Advocates Receive National Award

For their dedication to helping survivors of domestic 
violence, two advocates from MCADSV member programs 
recently received the 2010 Sunshine Peace Award.

Debbie Wallace, Executive Director of Lighthouse Shelter, 
in Marshall, and Dortha Mae Olsen, long-standing volunteer 
with Newhouse, in Kansas City, were honored for their com-
mitment to end violence against women in their communities.  
Both women helped found and serve in these programs, which 
are members of MCADSV.

The awards were presented by the Sunshine Lady Founda-
tion, which was started in 1996 by Doris Buffet, Warren Buf-
fet’s sister. Since then, it has provided more than $100 million 
for projects to help women, children and families in need. The 
award includes $5,000 for the recipient and $5,000 for the 
recipient’s organization. 

The award requires six years of service to victims of domes-
tic violence, but Debbie Wallace has been Executive Director 
at the Lighthouse for 12 years after working directly with 
domestic violence victims for three years. Once she learned 
about domestic violence from a local attorney who spoke at 
her social sorority, she knew she had to do something. 

She began volunteering with what would later become the 
Lighthouse Shelter. Although she had purchased a business she 
planned to build up and sell, she kept volunteering more and 
more of her time with Lighthouse. Eventually, she realized she 
couldn’t do both.  

“If I have to choose, I want to advocate for battered 
women,” Debbie told her husband. They wrote off the expense 
of the business and haven’t regretted it once. “It was the best 
money I ever spent,” she says.

When Lighthouse Shelter was just at the organizational 
stage, Debbie contacted MCADSV. “We had gotten word that 
they help people start shelters.” She and her staff still refer to 
the Start Up Manual, now duct-taped and well-worn, when 
they need to reflect on the shelter’s goal.

That beginning also was the start of a close relationship 
with MCADSV. From 1997, when Lighthouse became a 
member, through 2009, Debbie was an MCADSV Board 
Member and Regional Representative. She values the con-
nection with MCADSV, especially the staff’s diversity and 
knowledge. 

“MCADSV has done a really good job of getting a diverse 
group of people who are very knowledgeable in the fields of 
domestic violence and sexual assault.” Debbie says. “They re-
ally take into consideration the people they hire, their outlook, 
where they come from and where they are going.”

The staff reflects MCADSV’s approach to advocacy. “We all 
have the same vision, but we all have different ways of getting 
there,” Debbie says. The staff knows there’s not just one way, 
and they take people’s varying perspectives into account. 

That makes MCADSV a trusted, reliable resource for Deb-
bie. “If I have a problem, they’re the first ones I think of to 
call,” she says. “I know they’re there. They’ve assured me they 
will be, and they are.”

MCADSV also reaches out by traveling throughout the 
state to provide training, resources and assistance to domestic 
and sexual violence advocates.  “They do everything possible 
to get their information out.”

Dortha Mae Olsen, a long-standing advocate of MCADSV 
member program Newhouse, also received the Sunshine Peace 
Award.  For more than 40 years, Dortha Mae, an accountant 
by trade, has volunteered in various roles, from bookkeeper to 
chaplain to being on the board of directors. 

It’s hard to step back from a position of leadership, says 
Dortha Mae, who remains involved and just turned 90. New-
house President Leslie Caplan nominated her for the award to 
show a deep appreciation for her ongoing help.

Leslie also echoes Debbie’s gratitude for MCADSV and its 
support. “The newsletters, resource lending library and train-
ings have all been very helpful to our staff.”

For Leslie, MCADSV’s representation in the Capitol is a 
tremendous benefit of membership.  “With MCADSV, we 
gain a voice in Jefferson City with elected officials,” Leslie says.

And as Debbie and Dortha Mae know, that voice must not 
be silenced. “We need advocates,” Dortha Mae says, “We need 
people who are willing to step out for justice. We are all hu-
man beings and no one deserves to be beaten.” 

That relentless pursuit of justice has more than qualified 
Debbie and Dortha Mae for their awards, which they received 
with 13 others at a ceremony on August 14, in Wilmington, 
North Carolina. 
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Pictured above from left: Dortha Mae Olsen and Debbie Wallace, advocates of MCADSV 
member programs in Kansas City and Marshall, received the Sunshine Peace Award for 
their commitment to end violence against women in their communities.



Yes! I want to take action to help end domestic and sexual violence in Missouri. 
Your support helps change lives, and donations are tax deductible.


General donation to the Coalition $ ___________

Gift to honor a survivor or loved one $ _________

Individual supportive membership - $45

Advocate membership - $35
 (Individual staff, Board member or volunteer of member program)
 Program name ____________________________________

Student membership - $25

I would like information on planned giving (will, trust or endowment) to MCADSV

Name: __________________________________ E-mail: 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________  State: _______ Zip: ____________

Total gift enclosed: $ ___________________  Phone: ____________________________________

To make a donation by credit card, please visit our secure website at www.mocadsv.org

Please make checks payable to MCADSV.
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217 Oscar Drive, Suite A
Jefferson City, MO 65101

573-634-4161
573-636-3728 (fax)

www.mocadsv.org
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